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Started at the age of six - today Ralf is world-famous: - The problem with me is that I 
never stopped 
 
(Picture 1) A Masterpiece: German pianist and composer Ralf Schnell played Morton 
Feldman's 'For Bunita Marcus' in Rørvik church on Saturday. - “It really is a masterpiece, 
and each note has a very special meaning,” says Schnell. 
 
World-renowned German pianist and composer Ralf Schnell (54) flew from Munich in 
Germany to Rørvik to give a concert. He didn't want to be paid, but nevertheless 
received mittens, flowers and applause after his performance in the church on 
Saturday. 
 
Rørvik: - “It's fantastic to be back in Rørvik, and it's the first time I've flown here,” says 
Ralf Schnell to Namdalsavisa. 
In January, he and his wife went on a cruise with Hurtigruten. They stopped by Rørvik 
church, and Schnell tested out the grand piano. 
“There's a completely diZerent view from the sea, of course. Flying and seeing this 
almost Arctic landscape is fantastic. And this beautiful town in the middle is so 
diZerent. 
This summer, Schnell contacted cantor Dan Ramstad and expressed a desire to hold a 
concert in the church. Schnell didn't want to take a fee for it, and the money earned will 
go towards financing a pipe organ in Rørvik church. 
And so it was. On Saturday, Schnell was in Rørvik church, where he performed Morton 
Feldman's piece 'For Bunita Marcus'. 
He has been looking forward to the concert for a month. 
“Ever since I came to the church and saw the room, and got to play the piano, I've been 
looking forward to this. For this concert program, the room is perfect. 
 



(Picture 2) DRAMATIC: Ralf Schnell in Rørvik church 
 
Started at the age of six 
He is known for his exceptional mastery of Rachmaninov, Chopin and Brahms, but 
doesn't play much Bach. 
“I love Bach's music, but it's not written for a grand piano. You can play it, but it's not my 
favorite. 
He started playing the piano at the age of six. 
“My father was a teacher and my mother was a housewife. In the small village I grew up 
in, that was higher society. 
 
(Picture 3) SUNSET: What a gorgeous sunset. That's what I love about Scandinavia – 
nature is much more intense here,” says Schnell. 
 
Where he grew up, it was common for children to start playing an instrument at the age 
of six and play for several years. After that, you usually stop playing to become a 
teacher. 
The problem with me is that I never stopped. It was a big shock for my parents, but it 
was good for me,” Schnell smiles. 
He describes himself as a storyteller, and believes that great music always tells a story 
or paints a picture. 
My job at the piano is to bring it to life for the audience. The audience doesn't have to 
study the music and understand it theoretically before they can see or hear the picture 
or the story,” Schnell says, adding: 
“It may be a completely diZerent picture for you than for me, but it should create 
something. 
 
(Picture 4) FLYING: Ralf Schnell says his job at the piano is to bring the story or picture to 
life for the audience. 
 
Emotional 
Schnell describes the piece he played as intensely emotional. Morton Feldman called 
the piece 'For Bunita Marcus', and Marcus was one of Feldman's favorite students. 
Morton Feldman was part of the New York school of composers, painters and other 
artists, and the piece was written in 1985. 
The piece describes Morton Feldman's reactions to the death of his mother, and has few 
notes. 
“It really is a masterpiece, and each note has a very special meaning,” says Schnell, 
adding: 
“Feldman wanted to create a space that doesn't have structure, and the piece lasts 
almost an hour and a half. 
 
(Picture 5) In place in Rørvik: Ralf Schnell was not to be paid for holding a concert in 
Rørvik church. The money earned will go towards financing the pipe organ in Rørvik 
church. 
 
Norway is at the top of the list 



Although Schnell didn't spend many days in Rørvik this time, but he and his wife have 
plans to move to Scandinavia in the future. 
“Norway is at the top of the list for both my wife and I. I've spent a lot of time in Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark - but not yet in Finland. 
After the concert, Dan Ramstad, the cantor, was delighted, and thought it was great that 
there was so much interest in the church. 
“It's been a pleasure to have Ralf here, and it was special. I hardly think there's ever 
been a concert like this in Nærøysund before,” says Ramstad. 
 
(Picture 6) Thanks: Cantor Dan Ramstad thanked Ralf Schnell for the concert and his 
contribution. “It's been a pleasure to have Ralf here, and it was special,” says Ramstad. 
 
(Picture 7) Got Flowers: Ralf Schnell received mittens and flowers as a gift from priest 
Ann Kristin Avdem Grande and cantor Dan Ramstad after the concert. 
 
(Picture 8) Outside the church: Ralf Schnell visited Rørvik church for the first time in 
January. On Saturday he was back - this time to give a concert. 
 


